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SUBJECT: VISAS: TASS CORRESPONDENT TO UN 
REF: MOSCOW 13458 

1. DEPARTMENT FEELS IT UNWISE TO DENY VISA TO ROMANTSOV. 
SOVIETS MIGHT LEGITIMATELY CLAIM SUCH ACTION WAS IN 
VIOLATION OF UN HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT SINCE ROMANTSOV 
EXPLICITLY ASSIGNED THERE. DENIAL WOULD ALSO GIVE SOVIETS 
PRETEXT IN FUTURE FOR REFUSING VISA TO AMERICAN JOURNALIST 
NAMED TO REPLACE ONE OF PRESENT INCUMBENTS IN MOSCOW, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE ROMANTSOV IS REPLACING PIVOVAROV. 

2. HOWEVER, SINCE SOVIETS SHOW NO SIGNS OF TAKING POSITIVE 
ACTION ON U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT APPLICATION, DEPARTMENT 
RECOMMENDS ISSUANCE OF C-2 VISA TO ROMANTSOV WITH CLEAR 
EXPLANATION TO SOVIETS BOTH IN MOSCOW AND HERE THAT USIA'S 
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ANY APPLICATION BY ROMANTSOV FOR ACCREDITATION OUTSIDE THE 
UN. NYC POLICE DEPARTMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, WILL NOT ISSUE 
PRESS PASS TO ROMANTSOV WITHOUT SUCH ENDORSEMENT. SOVIETS 
WILL ALSO BE TOLD THAT ROMANTSOV WILL BE OBLIGED TO LIMIT 
HIS REPORTING TO UN ACTIVITIES AND WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO 
TRAVEL OUTSIDE NEW YORK. FYI: THIS PRACTICE IS 
PRESENTLY APPLIED WITH EFFECT TO EAST GERMAN AND CUBAN 

JOURNALISTS IN NEW YORK. FINALLY, SOVIETS WOULD BE TOLD 
THAT ROMANTSOV'S STATUS COULD BE RECONSIDERED AFTER 
USNWR'S APPLICATION HAD RECEIVED FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION. 

3. REQUEST EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON ABOVE APPROACH. ALSO 
REQUEST NAMES OF ANY SOVIET CORRESPONDENTS PRESENTLY 
ASSIGNED TO US WHO HOLD C-2 VISAS. RUSH 
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